The complex of alpha 2-macroglobulin with CD2 in the plasma of gastric carcinoma patients.
alpha 2-macroglobulin (alpha 2M) preparations purified from the plasma of healthy persons and gastric carcinoma patients were further analysed by immunochemical techniques. It was found that only alpha 2M from the plasma of gastric carcinoma patients gave a positive reaction with E-receptor sheep antiserum in rocket immunoelectrophoresis. The alpha 2M fraction giving the positive reaction with E-receptor sheep antiserum was isolated and analysed by the immunoblotting technique with monoclonal antibodies to T11 antigen. The presence of the alpha 2M-CD2 complex in the plasma of gastric carcinoma patients was demonstrated. This finding may explain the immunosuppressive effect of the plasma alpha 2M in cancer patients.